Ethnic differences in the prevalence of splenomegaly and malaria in The Gambia.
Significant variations in the prevalence of splenomegaly were found among members of the three main ethnic groups resident in North Bank Division, The Gambia. Among young children splenomegaly and malaria were less prevalent in Mandinkas than in Wollofs or Fulas, suggesting that some genetic or environmental factors protect Mandinka children from this infection. Among older children and adults splenomegaly was found most frequently in Fulas. Six of 22 adults with very large spleens had a high serum IgM level and probably had the hyperreactive malarial splenomegaly (tropical splenomegaly) syndrome. Four of these six subjects were Fulas. This finding, together with the results of a previous study in Nigeria, suggest that Fulas have a predisposition to this condition.